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FROM THE EDITOR 


T he Last one month or so has seen an unusually high interest in 
the media on LGBT issues. Sadly enough, none of it has been 
triggered by any positive developments at all. On 24th March, 
the Indian Government voted against a pro- gay rights resolu¬ 
tion at the United Nations. The vote was on a matter as innocuous as giving 
equal benefits to married same-sex partners of gay staff at the UN. There can 
be no mincing words about this.That Indian officials at UN would vote to deny 
benefits to own colleagues only goes to show the new-found homophobia of 
the BJP-Led government at the center. Should the LGBT community in India 
now expect such apartheid-like treatment to continue as Long as the BJP is in 
power? Someone needs to answer! 


Then came the news of Priya Vedi suicide in Delhi. The sorry state of women 
trapped in Loveless marriages with gay men has received much attention 
in the West, with helplines and support groups available, but it has taken 
this headline-grabbing suicide to bring the issue to people’s notice in India. 
Editorials and TV debates followed, and scapegoats identified- some blamed 
the woman for expecting a gay husband to reciprocate her feelings- isn’t she 
a doctor herself? Shouldn’t she have known better? Others pointed fingers at 
the gay husband- now behind bars- for cheating her right from day one. While 
many others blamed Indian society- for its rampant homophobia that forces 
so many gay men to get into heterosexual marriages. Fewer still blamed the 
prevalent stigma against divorce in our country. 


Finally, came the rather nasty news of Mr. Gay India not being able to make 
it to the contest in South Africa because his Muslim family back home in 
Kerala faced the ire of its own community members when news broke of the 
nomination. Ironically,the world’s Largest Muslim country- Indonesia does not 
criminalize homosexuality, and Turkey- another Muslim country holds one of 
the biggest Pride marches in whole of Asia and Europe. So we had the sorry 
situation of India doing a no-show at the contest, even as many blamed the 
organizers for not having a transparent and fair selection process. 


And so, even as Section 377 seems to have been the victim of collective amne¬ 
sia we had enough unfortunate incidents going on otherwise to keep gays in 
the media. The only breath of fresh air was the Rajya Sabha passing a private 
members bill on transgender rights. Flowever, as many have already pointed 
out, the process of drafting the bill Lacked consultation with the community, 
and has some major flaws. Also, the bill has yet to be ratified by the Lok Sabha. 
One can only hope that coming days will see more sustained and inclusive 
approach on the issue of LGBT rights in India, with the active participation of 
those currently at the helm of power. 


Udayan Dhar 


Editor-in-Chief 

udayan@pink-pages.co.in 
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INTERVIEW: 

KEAN ALVARES 

INDIA'S ANDROGENOUS MODEL 

f 

Kean ALvares is a 23 year 
old makeup artist and 
androgynous model based 
in Mumbai. He shares his 
story with Pink Pages. 


PICTURES BY PUNIT REDDY 






n Modelling as a career 

At the age of eighteen I met an Indian Fashion photographer Vikram Bawa 
through a mutual friend. The moment our meeting was set up and I met him, I was smitten 
when I entered his Peddar Road studio. I agreed to being photographed by him and then it 
all began. I was featured in the August 2010 issue of Better Photography, as Vikram had won 
the first prize for our image which he submitted at an international photography festival. 
That’s when I decided to be a model. 

What it means to be an androgynous model 

I realized during my stint as a model that I can be as much as the woman I want to be inspite 
of being a man, and truly the pictures translated what was going on in my mind. I evolved 
to be more confident, graceful and began to embrace the person I am. I’ve never really faced 
any challenges mainly because I haven’t gone commercial yet. The market is very niche here 
for people Like us.The main challenge here today is, to get people to Like a man emasculat¬ 
ing a woman in all his glory, it’s very difficult. 

People who have influenced me 

I was most influenced by my mother, she was always particular about how she Looked, and 
show she dressed up. It was simple yet it had class and character. I was also highly inspired 
by her strength and courage. My father was a model me for his disciplined lifestyle and 
hardworking nature. Cory WaLLia- who till today I am so grateful to, was the Leading force to 
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my career. He helped me understand my dream, he showed me how to nurture them and 
he helped me to value who I was. 


My dreams for the future 

I hope to see my dream to be an Androgynous Model here in India materialize. I also 
plan to continue with my ultimate passion, that is makeup. It’s a Long road for everyone, 
I saw the light a little earlier, and I am glad to have pushed myself so much to have 
reached where I am today. 


A message for those who are struggling 

I am not going to say just go and do what you want. I know there is a family, I know 
there is a neighborhood and I know there are too many people who will judge you. I 
went through it all. You need to start building yourself,you need to start realizing where 
your dreams lie and need to find ways to establish yourself. And there will be a Lot of 
rejection, take it in your stride. 


n 

I saw the light a 
little earlier, and I 
am glad to have 
pushed myslef 
so much to have 
reached where I 
am today. 
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CONFRONTING 

THE 

COMFORTABLE 
CLOSET IN 
BANGLADESH 


BY XULHAZ MANNAN 


eing openly gay for over two decades now, I am 
often asked,“How’s it...possible?” 

My reply, in almost all cases: “It’s possible and it’s 

great.” 

I must say, I’ve had a great time, not trying to hide the fact that 
I’m gay and to make others happy by pretending to be something 
that I am not. On the flip side, it enabled me to focus fully on 
my other daily Life struggles. I also must admit that I never had 
to face any homophobic reaction from anyone, which is not the 
case for everyone. Being different or unique is mostly frowned 
upon in Bangladesh where the society is driven by heteronor- 
mative patriarchy. Being is considered weakness, effeminacy is 
dubbed inferior. One can be bullied just for having an effeminate 
voice or gesture. Almost all LGBT people go through different 
sorts of mental trauma while suppressing their urges to be 
with someone with same sex. Families as well as society want 
them to become ideal maLe/female based on some set norms. 
Luckily, I was able to grow up in a Less hostile environment. 



Even as an advocate for the human right to Love since 1998 
and now a full time volunteer for Roopbaan, Life treated me 
well. Nevertheless, that, of course, is not the story of most LGBT 
people in Bangladesh. 

A country where the predominant religions identifies a same sex 
lover as a sinner, the Law of the land as a criminal; social norms 
as a pervert; culture as “imported”-how should Life be for LGBTs 
in Bangladesh? For me, it’s like Living in a comfortable closet’. 
Comfortable because it is actually easy’when it comes to ‘doing 
it’; the culture and social norms are so focused on preventing 
heterosexual acts between unmarried couples: man-to-man 
or woman-to-woman sexual acts go almost unnoticed. Even 
in some more conservative regions homosexual acts between 
teenage boys is seen as the ‘safer’ way of exploring sexuality; 
so as Long as they get married in their adulthood, no one cares 
much. However, it’s a closet! The moment someone decides to 
leave that they’ll be ostracized by family, friends and society. 
When the country’s first magazine on LGBT issues, Roopbaan 
was published we faced a very harsh reaction from the major- 
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ity. When the same group organized a 
rainbow rally on the first day of Bengali 
New Year as part of the bigger New Year’s 
rally to celebrate ‘diversity and friend¬ 
ship’ in 2014, it was highly applauded 
by the crowd as no LGBT banner or 
Label was used. We also ensured the 
participation of hijras, who are otherwise 
unwelcome at this universal celebra¬ 
tion of Bangaliana. Nevertheless, the 
moment an online news portal tagged 
this as ‘pride rally by homosexuals’ and 
Roopbaan as its organizer, the public 
reaction went brutal. Luckily, the fury 
remained within the virtual border. 

The above mentioned incidents, in gen¬ 
eral, sent a strong shockwave among the 
LGBT people of the country. Is it really 
wise and safe to come out here? Will the 
families and friends ever try to under¬ 
stand the feelings of a gay person? As of 
my own experience as a self-identified 
gay man, I strongly believe not all is Lost. 
There’s still scope for optimism. With hate 


and threat pouring over from common 
mass on social networks, support from 
various human rights groups and individ¬ 
uals comes to us as a silver Lining. Online 
activism among the LGBT community is 
rising with a steady offline/co mm unity 
movement by NGOs like Bandhu Social 
Welfare Society (BSWS), and platforms 
Like Boys of Bangladesh (BoB), Roopbaan, 
Shambhab (gay women’s network), 
Vivid Rainbow (Khulna). Bangladesh 
Government recognized ‘hijras’ as a new 
gender in 2013-the same year, when BOB 
raised the issue of LGBT rights at UPR in 
Switzerland, making the then Foreign 
Minister clarify government’s position 
on this, acknowledging the existence of 
such a population. 

BSWS was formed in 1996 to address 
concerns of human rights abuse and 
denial of sexual health rights, and to pro¬ 
vide a rights-based approach to health 
and social services for the most stig¬ 
matized and vulnerable populations in 


## 

For me, it's like 
living in a' com¬ 
fortable closet' 
Comfortable 
because its actu¬ 
ally easy when it 
comes to doing it. 
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## 

With all that said ' little 
has been done- if not 
nothing at all- on the 
issue of decriminalizing 
homosexuality. Yes, / am 
talking about the repeal¬ 
ing BPC 377, a sleeping 
monster no one dares to 
wake. 


Bangladesh, the hijras. Though its operations focused on Hijras 
and MSMs in the beginning, the organization now envisions a 
Bangladesh where every person, irrespective of their gender and 
sexuality, is able to Lead a quality Life with dignity, human rights 
and social justice. 

In 2014, Roopbaan, BoB and few other individual activists 
joined hands to conduct the first of its kind need assessment 
survey of the LGB population in Bangladesh. There was a spe¬ 
cific reason why T or T was not included. The survey aimed to 
highlight the issues, concerns, aspirations of the ‘invisible’ and 
the ‘unspoken’ ones. Transgender or hijras, in Bangladesh’s case, 
though have a Long way to go in terms of assuring equal rights, 
at Least have managed to get their voices heard in public, their 
issues addressed in decision makers’tables. For many, when the 
survey’s first report was made public, it was total shock that 
571 individuals actually identified themselves as gay, Lesbian 
or bisexual, from all over the country. 66.5% of them said that 
they were comfortable with their sexual orientation but they 
do Live in constant fear. Most were in support of a progressive 
LGBT movement though they had different opinions on how the 
movement should go forward. They believe that it is important 
to present the issue sensitively before society. Any such social 
movement must sprout indigenously, and keep the Local socio¬ 


cultural and political realities in mind. 

The existing organizations have already taken the findings of 
the survey into consideration and have started different initia¬ 
tives. BoB, the oldest network of gay men, recently Launched a 
14 month project, namely‘Project Dhee’to draft a 5-year strategy 
and action plan to advance the LGBT movement in Bangladesh. 
It aims to do so by disseminating knowledge and information 
about sexuality through a countrywide campaign, mobilize com¬ 
munity effectively and engaging allies strategically. The project 
will simultaneously target external and internal audience for the 
LGBT community to build awareness, empathy, and acceptance. 

And of course, there is “Roopbaan - Freedom to Love”. Roopbaan 
believes that socio-cultural and legal barriers and hostility 
towards sexual and gender diversity and same sex love can 
be overcome by county wide visibility of the community, con¬ 
tinuous social dialogues, effective communication, community 
mobilization and awareness programs using arts and culture as 
the point of entrance. Roopbaan magazine, promoting human 
right to love, gives a voice to the invisible and unheard ones. 
It’s published in print in Bengali to make it more accessible to 
the wider Bangladeshi audience and reinstating the fact that 
LGBT people are an integral part of our society. A recent edi- 
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tion, Roopongkti (The verses of roopbaans), is a poetry collec¬ 
tion by Bangladeshi LGBT poets. Sad but true, Roopongkti was 
Launched during the month Long Ekushey book Fair on the eve 
following Dr.Avijit Roy’s brutal assassination, a revered ally who 
wrote many articles on this topic and a book “Homosexuality - 
A Scientific and Socio-Psychological Investigation.” Roopbaan 
also organizes various community mobilization and awareness 
events. Roopbaan Youth Leadership Program, held in February 
2015, targeted the LGBT youth. It was packed with a host of 
activities, workshops and seminars that would hone their Lead¬ 
ership skills and prepare them for challenging tasks ahead as 
pro-active members of the Bangladeshi LGBT community and 
was attended by 28 youth from all over the country. 

With all that said, Little has been done- if not nothing at all- on 
the issue of decriminalizing homosexuality. Yes, I am talking 
about the repealing BPC 377, a sleeping monster no one dares 
to wake. Moreover, especially in the current times when there’s 
growing trend of shunning the voices of the ‘different’, free 
thinkers being hacked to death, who would volunteer to risk 
their lives for sexual freedom? Also for most gay people 377 is 
Less of a headache than their religious belief; of committing a 
sin that is seemingly unforgivable in god’s eye. They can hide in 
their comfortable closet from the wrath of 377 or social stigma, 
but god is supposed to be omnipresent. So contrary to my other 


activist friends, I prefer to talk about the issue in the Language 
of Love. Bangladeshis, Like, most South Asians are moved by 
the glory of love, and it is somewhat easier for them to accept 
same-sex Love over homosexuality. In a country where the 
whole concept of sex and sexuality is a taboo, we are Learning to 
navigate our ways by highlighting Love as the center of all, as a 
human right that can’t be denied, hoping for broader acceptance 
some day! 
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LETTHE 


BUTTERFLIES FLY 


SAKSHAM BHATNAGAR 


W hat do you do when people all around you seem 
to hate you or judge you? You remind them of your 
humanity. How do you do that? With a hug! 

A #HarmlessHugs meeting that took place on 12th April saw 
a huge turnout. And so armed with confidence and congeni¬ 
ality, positivity and placards, we marched onto the streets of 
Cannaught Place in Delhi; a bunch of queer people proclaim¬ 
ing their identities, and offering hugs to everyone. After the 
initial hesitation, people came up and exchanged warm hugs 
and offered kind words to all of us. The weather was perfect. 
The people were sweet. Even people who had harsh words to 
offer saw our point of view within two minutes of talking, and 
embraced us. “Everything’s going to be OK”, “You’Ll succeed in 


changing hearts”, “God is with you”, “I’m here for you”; all this 
and more was whispered into our ears or announced to us with 
full gusto. People offered help for future projects Like this. Some 
marched with us for a block or two, and a truckload of people 
hugged every single one of us. Those who were confused were 
offered explanations regarding our struggle by complete strang¬ 
ers, sparking conversations and Leading to understanding, if not 
acceptance. 

There were skeptics all around too. People ready with state¬ 
ments Like “hugs se kuch nhi hoga”. There were uncles who 
chided us about sanskriti and izzat. but far more in number were 
middle aged women walking with their daughters who called us 
their children and said they will be with us in our fight. There 
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II 

Times are changing 
and thankfully people 
around us are evolv¬ 
ing. But unfortunately 
some people decided 
to live in the bygone 
era. 


was a woman selling metaL pendants, idols and jewelry, who was surprisingly 
more progressive than a Lot of “educated” people. She told us she had a gay son, 
and she’s very happy to see there are more people Like him. 

There are so many LGBT kids and teens and young adults who are questioning 
the identities that society has forced onto them. There are parents of LGBT kids 
scared that their children might face mockery, derision and hate. There are a 
judges and bureaucrats who think we are a “miniscule minority. And to change 
that, the LGBT people need more visibility. Initially a Lot of us were scared of 
holding placards and walking around seeking hugs. But a brave few took the first 
steps,and within minutes we were fighting over who’ll hold the placard next. Our 
fellow Indians aren’t bad people at all. They’re just afraid of things they aren’t 
familiar with. Familiarize them, and they come right up to you offering all sorts 
of support and appreciation. 

Maybe people forget that homosexuals are human beings too, not just sexual 
beings. Maybe they forget transgender people are people, not rebelling teenag¬ 
ers who’LL“grow out of it”. The innate human quality of a person can be reminded 
to people by simple hugs and warm conversations. And those who still can’t see 
it? WeLL, Let them stay happy in their cocoons. Let the butterflies fly! 


(Saksham is a member of the Harmless Hugs team) 









IN SEARCH 
FOR A LIFE 


BYGANESHTH 


I still remember that unforgettable rainy day in July 

2009 when the Delhi High Court proceeded to 
change the course of history by ‘decriminalizing’ 
a feeling that could never have been criminalized in the first 
place. At the time I was a student pursuing my post graduation 
and had not yet completely realized my own sexual orientation 
though I was beginning to sense the delightful difference of 
my own self. It was a perfect day for such a surprise. Classes 
were over early and as I was packing my books, when one of 
my friends dramatically disclosed the news of the judgment 
with a visible resentment against its moral basis, shown in his 
eyes and his in words, ridiculing those who have expressed their 
gratitude and happiness over the historic decision and naturally, 
I was annoyed. I somehow articulated a simple smile in my face, 
a smile which neither seemed to reject the views nor accepted it, 
a smile of non-alignment. But I felt that I should have corrected 
his views and I couldn’t. I quickly Left the scene with a heavy 
heart about the way my friend derided a Liberal and courageous 
decision which would deliver freedom to thousands in the LGBT 


community, including myself. 

The verdict made me to cry first and Laugh Later, a temptation to 
weep because of the matchless contentment and swift feeling of 
an assurance to Love and to live, a guarantee it provided at the 
very moment I heard it and an impulse to Laugh at myself about 
my own stupidity for envisioning the dramatic transformations 
such a decision would bring to my life. But I was totally wrong. 
It could have changed everything, at Least something,yet gradu¬ 
ally, even the flow of my life, it could have gradually provided 
me the courage I needed to most delightfully yell to the whole 
world with paramount pride that “I am Gay”. It was gradually 
bringing the ray of hope, a hope for a better future, a satisfied 
peaceful Life and most adequately, it could have equipped each 
and every member of the community with a romantic imagi¬ 
nary gun with pellets of love to be affectionately shot at those 
arrogant glances, hateful speeches and ruthless propaganda 
unnecessarily aired by certain vested interests who see and 
feel the theory and meaning of life not through the reasonable 
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practicality of Love but through the prism 
of regrettable nothingness of hatred and 
indifference. ALas, it was a short-lived 
moment of excitement. 

In an ironic way I continue my explora¬ 
tions with Life, finding the feelings I real¬ 
ly want to feel with sometimes charming 
otherwise sadistic motion pictures,grate¬ 
fully thanking the Hollywood actors and 
directors for their artistic imagination of 
creating the feelings you want to feel, 
creating the situations you want to face 
and presenting the remedies that you 
dare to exercise. But I am satisfied to live 
Life without the assistance of any outside 
entities- government, courts, Legislatures 
or even society; and just as my mind 
directed me to Live. Whatever they decide 


on Life and love of others, it is up to me to 
oversee my Life and its charming realities. 
I Love the way I was given this assurance 
by my own mind, not to look for anything 
outside our control to feel satisfied about 
our own life. 

Now I am sure of it, optimistically sure 
of a Long due recognition from the con¬ 
sciousness of the nation that we are real, 
our feelings are real, our existence is real 
and our Love and Life are real. I am sure 
that one day I will be able to come out 
as I am. I am also sure that one day we 
will be blessed with the weapon of Love 
to wipe out the darkness of hatred and to 
bring back to this society, the autumn of 
colourful flowers and vibrant fragrance 
of spotless Love. 


u 

Whatever they 
decide on life and 
love of others, it is 
up to me to over¬ 
see my life and its 
charming realities. 
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PRESS RELEASE: MINGLE 


SECOND EDITION OF 

INDIAN LGBTYOUTH 
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 


DATES: 14-15 MARCH, 2015 


CONCLUDES IN MUMBAI 


he second edition of 
the Indian LGBT Youth 
Leadership Summit was 
organized in Mumbai over 
two days- 14 and 15 March- by Mission 
for Indian Gay and Lesbian Empowerment 
(MINGLE) in partnership with both inter¬ 
national groups- Fondation de France 
(key sponsor), Rainbow SoLidarite (LGBT 
Rights Group based in France)- and 
local community partners in Mumbai- 
Humsafar Trust, Pink Pages magazine, 
Gaysi and Gay Bombay. Notably, the sum¬ 
mit was hosted by the Godrej Industries 
group at its sprawling campus in Vikhroli, 


Mumbai. 

The objective of the summit was to iden¬ 
tify potential Leaders among the LGBT 
Indian youth and groom them for future 
Leadership roles. More than a hundred 
young LGBT people between the ages 
21 and 32 had applied to attend, among 
whom 35 were selected to attend based 
on their Leadership potential and will¬ 
ingness to engage on LGBT issues. The 
participants were a diverse group of men 
and women from various professional, 
educational and cultural backgrounds- 
coming from many Indian cities like 



Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Chennai, Kolkata and Indore among oth¬ 
ers. The theme for the summit was-“LGBT 
Empowerment: Building Alliances Within 
and Beyond” 

The summit included a talk on ‘Gender, 
Sex and Sexuality’ by Vivek Anand (CEO, 
Humsafar Trust) who spoke about his 
years of work with the LGBT commu¬ 
nity and had a discussion on how to 
grow as inclusive Leaders of the LGBT 
community. Kiran Gulrajani’s, (Leadership 
Coach and founder of CoEvolve) session 
on ‘Living in freedom and Awareness’ 
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gave participants a taste of the power 
of mind and exemplified how it can 
potentially be used to be better Leaders. 
SonaL Giani (Advocacy Officer, Humsafar 
Trust) conducted a workshop on ‘Crisis 
Management’ and shared the reali¬ 
ties of ground work as an LGBT Leader. 
Harish Iyer’s talked on ‘Leadership and 
Counselling’, and Parmesh Shahani (Head 
of Godrej India Culture Lab) spoke about 
being out and successful in the corporate 
world. 

The summit ended with a panel discus¬ 
sion on the summit’s theme of building 


alliances with Nisaba Godrej (Executive 
Director, Godrej Consumer Products 
Limited), Meera SanyaL (Leader of AAP), 
Ashok Row Kavi (Founding leader of 
Humsafar Trust). Nisa emphasized the 
need for employees to be vocal and 
be catalysts for change themselves 
instead of waiting for change to be initi¬ 
ated by business leaders. Speaking about 
Godrej’s commitment to build a more 
inclusive workplace, she said “For us, 
LGBT inclusion is simply the right thing 
to do, besides the fact that we do not 
want to exclude a great source of tal¬ 
ent for our organization.” Meera SanyaL 


articulated the commonality of the need 
for freedom and an end to tyranny being 
the crux of many movements and how 
we can Lay the foundations for fostering 
alliances between different movements 
basing on this commonality. She said she 
was hopeful for the LGBT cause in India, 
“The weight of current times and popular 
opinion are now on our side”. Ashok Row 
Kavi pressed the need for strategizing 
these alliances in the context of current 
trends. 

The two-day event ended on an energetic 
note with the promise of similar future 
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events being met with enthusiastic cheers amidst cer¬ 
tificates being handed out. Nikita Nair from Bangalore said 
“This summit was thought provoking, introspective and 
has provided me with an opportunity to meet other bright 
young leaders of the Indian LGBT community.” According 
to Shweta Aggarwal from Gurgaon, “I Leave not only with 
greater clarity about some aspects of Life but with Lifetime 
relationships.” 

Udayan Dhar, Project Leader at MINGLE for the Youth 
Leadership Summit shared his views on the summit, “I am 
delighted with the Level of energy this summit generated. 
Our objective is to build capacities, and with such enthusi¬ 
astic participation by such bright and articulate youth Lead¬ 
ers from across India, I am confident of LGBT empowerment 
becoming a reality in India.” Commenting on the Summit, 
Parmesh said, “I was very impressed by the dedication of 
the young LGBT Leaders during my interactions with them 
over two days. I’m sure that they will propel India into a 
brighter and more inclusive future”. 
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THE DEVOURERS 

Excerpts from ‘The Devourers’ by Indra Das 
Published by Random House India 


Not a League from the 
child’s killing we found his 
mother Lying on the ground, 
clothed in flies.There was a 
newborn babe clutched in 
her arms snaked in purple 
umbilicus. The woman’s 
thighs were scabbed in 
the sun-dried crust of the 



irst Fragment 

This new parchment I write on is fresh skin: 


Taken from the back of a boy we found wandering alone near the 
dusty walls of Lahore, weeks after we crossed the borders of the 
Mughal Empire and days after we swam across the silt clouded 
waters of the Indus. I took the child by his warm brown arm 
and spoke into his ear in Punjabi, asking him,‘Where are your 
parents?’ and he answered 
in a wet voice, ‘They have 
sickened and died,’ and I 
slipped my thumbs under 
the curve of his jaw to feel 
him Live before I bent his 
neck and broke it so he 
cried no Longer (some have 
said I take to pity too eas¬ 
ily). I hold him now in my 
hands, his skin toughened 
under the sun of his empire 
which forgot him and over 
the smoke of our campfires 
burning earth-fed wood. 


infant’s birth, her stomach still flaccid from its expelled weight. 
The babe sucked at her cold nipple. It hurt me to see the bravery 
of this female, striving to feed her offspring moments before her 
death. I did not tell my companions my thoughts. I Lingered a 
moment Longer, to bless the female and her babe with remem¬ 
brance. How many times have I witnessed such sights across the 
centuries, and wilfully ignored them? 


Makedon dashed that cherub’s 


head with a rock. A small mercy 
that he did not play with 
it. Gevaudan stared at the 
pitiful sight with a grimace 
of disdain. We did not eat 
of mother or infant, for our 
fardels were full at the time, 
and we were in no mood 
to scavenge Like wild dogs, 
having trekked long to reach 
Lahore. We went on, to Let 
them rot or become food for 
lesser creatures than us. I 
sought some comfort on her 
behalf, for the fact that her 
older son Lived on in some 
way inside us, in the weird 
metabolisms of our shifting 
selves, in our dreams of his 
young life. 


I test the scroll I made from 
him here, this dried skin to 
clothe the flesh of a story, 
or many. It holds under the 
bone of the nib. 
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I srael can justifiably be 
called the gay haven of 
the Middle East, and Tel 
Aviv- with its thriving arts and culture 
scene- is the undisputed gay capital of 
this modern, yet ancient country. TLVFest, 
Tel Aviv’s International LGBTFilm Festival 
is a unique annual event taking place 
each June at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque. 
The festival offers public screenings of 
films with no Israeli distribution, meet¬ 
ings with Local as well as foreign film¬ 
makers, panel discussions and special 
events. The impressive program includes 
many exciting films while aspiring to 
enrich and empower tolerance and plu¬ 
ralism in Israeli society. 


In addition to displaying worldwide 
cinema, the festival encourages Israeli 
original work, awarding Best Film in 
the competitive Israeli program and 
provides exposure and a public stage 
for Local queer filmmakers. The festival 
runs the TLVFest Movie Club, a month¬ 
ly screening and other cinema related 
events throughout the year. The festival 
purchases theatrical rights of selected 
LGBTO international films, and distrib¬ 
utes them in Israel. 

This year’s the festival completes ten 
years and features new movies star¬ 
ring James Franco, Robin Williams and 
Natasha Lyonne. Special guests include: 


Queer icon Sherry Vine; ALante Kavaite, 
2015 winner of Sundance’s Best Director; 
Luizo Vega, the “Lost son” of Madonna; 
Angela Robinson, producer of True Blood; 
Jonathan King, producer of Lincoln and 
Dreamgirls; and Mark Christopher, direc¬ 
tor of 54 Director’s Cut.TLVFest opens the 
night of June 6 with Fresno, a film direct¬ 
ed by Jamie Babbit, last year’s TLVFest 
Honorary Award winner. This surprising 
black comedy stars Natasha Lyonne, Judy 
Greer and Aubrey Plaza, and was pro¬ 
duced by Andrea Sperling (Transparent) 
and written by Karey Dornetto (The New 
Normal, Portlandia). 
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Israeli and International Cinema at 
TLVfest 

The Award Ceremony will feature Robin 
Williams’ Last movie, Boulevard (2014), 
in which he portrays a 60-year-old man 
coming out of the closet. The Fourth Man 
Out (2015) directed by Andrew Nackman 
will celebrate its international premiere 
at TLVFest’s Closing Night on June 15. 
Evan Todd, the star of the movie will be 
in attendance. 

As usual, TLVFest will present a very 
diverse Israeli program featuring more 


than 30 new Israeli short movies in 
their world or Israeli premieres. Notably, 
the new documentary Karam: A Matter 
Of Karma (2014) tells the story of a 
Palestinian-lsraeli drag queen who 
speaks about his tormented past, his 
tragic coming out in front of his Muslim 
family, finding shelter in an LGBT-youth 
house in Tel Aviv and his ambition to 
change the image of the LGBT-people 
in the Arab community, will premiere in 
the Israeli Features section. Third Person 
(2015), directed by Sharon Luzon, cre¬ 
atively documents the life of two intersex 
people: one Muslim and one religious 


Jew. Finally, the American-lsraeli co-pro- 
duction Lost in the White City (2015) will 
have its Israeli premiere at TLVFest. The 
film tells the story of a group of American 
students who arrive to Tel Aviv to find 
themselves in a romantic triangle with 
Israeli soldiers. It features international 
stars Thomas Dekker (Kaboom), Haley 
Bennett (The Equalizer) and Bob Morley 
(The 100). 

(Pink Pages is proud to be an interna¬ 
tional media partner of TLVfest. For more 
information, visit the festival website at 
www.tlvfest.com) 
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